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My name is Tracey Gibbs and | come from New Zealand. | grew up in a small rural farming area
called Taranaki, My Mother, Father, younger Brother, younger Sister and extended family still live
here.

| came to Japan because | wanted to experience a different culture and because | think
Japan is so interesting! | speak a little Japanese but have trouble understanding people when
they talk to fast. | try to learn more everyday and can’ t wait until | can understand people better
and talk to people more. | like Japanese foods and playing sports. | think litate-mura it is very
beautiful and the people are friendly. | especially like to explore on my mamachari or on foot.

Japan is different in many ways from New Zealand and very exciting. Already | have had
many new experiences. However | often get very confused or lost because | cannot understand
Japanese or read very well. Everybody has been kind to explain things to me and make me feel

welcome.
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