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Don’t Call Us Victims

TIitate Junior High School Ami Sato

I have a word which I don’t like to say. It's “hisaisha”, which means a victim of
disaster. I am not a victim anymore. I'm tired of being called a victim.

On March 11th, 2011, a big earthquake hit us. It was the most powerfu
earthquake ever recorded in Japan. And it brought about 16,000 deaths, 6,000
injured and 2,500 people missing across twelve prefectures. What's more,
230,000 people ended up living away from their homes because of, as you know,
the nuclear accidents caused by the tsunami. Everyone was desperate.

I am one of them. Although I live near Fukushima city now, I lived in litate
village until that day. When my family heard the news about the accident at the
nuclear power plant, they decided to take refuge in Tochigi Prefecture without my
mother, who was working in Iitate. I spent a lot of anxious nights worrying about
her.

I'd like to ask you: What do you know about us? And how did you know that?
Many people usually get information through mass media and they believe it as
truth. Actually, I have watched TV programs about the disaster and also been
interviewed about my experience many times. Just doing a little thing causes
them to cover it. So we try to broadcast the reality that we are working hard.
We want you to know that we are moving on. However, I feel that the reports
have become biased. Footage and interviews were made into exaggerated stories.
They are just making us out to be victims. Must we keep being victims forever as
they expect?

Indeed, “hisaisha” tend to be regarded as miserable. However, I don’t feel that
way. “Hisaisha” is not always miserable. When the earthquake hit us, we got a
lot of support from all over Japan, or rather all over the world. For example, I
joined a camp with a lot of foreign people to brush up my English. During that
time, I met some precious people who encouraged me. Thanks to that, I found I
really loved English. And there, I've found my dreams. I want to go to America.
I want to learn more about this world. I want to be a teacher.

We are not special. We study like everyone else. We go out to find what we
want like everyone else. We have dreams like everyone else. The 6 years since
that day gave us enough power to stand on our feet. What I am now is a result
of my resistance against the disaster.

Now we can do anything if we never give up. I am working hard to learn even
more about Iitate village. Through this study, I made a movie with my friends to
broadcast about the reconstruction of our hometown. We can create our future
by ourselves. We don't want to use the word "hisaisha" anymore. We are people
who can live looking forward.
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